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Drawing on such unique sources as Thornton Wilder's unpublished letters, journals,
and selections from the extensive annotations Wilder made years later in the margins
of the book, Tappan Wilder's Afterword adds a special dimension to the reissue of this
internationally acclaimed novel.'The Ides of March', first published in 1948, is a brilliant
epistolary novel set in Julius Caesar's Rome. Thornton Wilder called it "a fantasia...
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Peek Inside the Book

The first and last schoolmaster of life is living and committing oneself unreservedly and dangerously to
living; to men who know this an Aristotle and a Plato have much to say; but those who have imposed
cautions on themselves and petrified themselves in a system of ideas, them the masters themselves will
lead into error Thornton Wilder, The Ides of March //

There is not a single untruth, no -but after ten lines Truth shrieks, she runs distraught and disheveled
through her temple's corridors; she does not know herself. 'l can endure lies,' she cries. 'l cannot survive
this stifling verisimilitude Thornton Wilder, The Ides of March //

Reader's Opinions

In high school we were forced to read Our Town. Didn't much like it--too dated even then. Tried to read
The Bridge of San Luis Rey in junior high. Didn't much like it. Don't think I finished it--a rare event. Gave
Wilder his, to date, last chance with Ides of March, an epistolary...
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