
JESUS	THE	MAGICIAN:	CHARLATAN	OR
SON	OF	GOD?
Jesus	the	Magician:	Charlatan	or	Son	of	God?	is	a	1978	book	by	Morton	Smith	arguing
that	the	historical	Jesus	was	a	magician	who	"sprang	from	a	Galilean	strain	of	Semitic
paganism"	 (p.	 68).	 The	 charge	 that	he	was	a	magician	didn't	 originate	with	Smith.	 It
was	previously	voiced	by	the	philosopher	&	critic	Celsus	(The	True	Word	c.	200	CE)	as
we	know	from	the	rebuttal...
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Reader's	Opinions
Religious	people	might	be	put	off	by	the	implication	of	this	book's	title,	but	the	late	Morton	Smith's	"Jesus
the	Magician"	is	not	quite	what	you	might	think.	It	begins	by	exploring	what	will	be	instantly	recognized	by
the	biblically	 literate	person:	 that	Jesus'	enemies	accused	him	of	being	a	magician.	Smith	quotes	every
scriptural...
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