HOCUS BOGUS

By the early 1970s, Romain Gary had established himself as one of France’s most
popular and prolific novelists, journalists, and memaoirists. Feeling that he had been
typecast as “Romain Gary,” however, he wrote his next novel under the pseudonym
Emile Ajar. His second novel written as Ajar, Life Before Us, was an instant runaway
success, winning the Prix Goncourt...
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Peek Inside the Book

All men have a legend because of death. Humanity wasn't legendary any longer: it was a myth. Romain
Gary, Hocus Bogus //

Reader's Opinions

This is a Byzantine labyrinth of a book, written by French author Romain Gary (1914-1980) using a
pseudonym Emile Ajar, and portraying Ajar as his schizophrenic nephew whose real name is Paul
Pawlovich. The original title of this book was Pseudo; and this English translation by David Bellos has been
titled Hocus Bogus to further...
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